
    

 

Joy Revealed to All the World  
Our Advent Evenings at Home on Zoom were 

another great success. We appreciate our on-air 
host, Russ Litchfield, who opened and closed our 
time together, and our behind the scenes Zoom 
host, Brendon Woirhaye. Each evening we began 
with a brief time of worship and lighting of advent 
candles led by Ted and Mary Marshburn, Mike and 
Lynda Ladwig, Francoise Dutil and Kenna Baker-
Dutil, Marilyn Fant, and Jo Nita Beede. We saw a 
slide show of pictures remembering our year of 
abundance, a Pokemon Advent play by the 
Caringella family, received greetings from the Wilson 
family in India, and visited Lou and Bob Secord’s 
festive home by way of a video documentary 
prepared by Deanna Woirhaye. Finally, came 
activities all the Friends joined in. Philip Wright 
taught us how to make an origami Santa. Darrell 
Warren and his sister-in-law, Debbie, led us in 
sharing holiday food memories. Harry Eggleton 
conducted our annual exciting auction of stained 
glass tree and wreath ornaments made by Dan 
Wright, and treated us to a fun Christmas game. 
Although not in person, we are grateful these 
Sunday evenings have gathered Friends from near 
and far for worship, fellowship, and fun! 

Bringing Meeting for Worship 
Home 

It seems every time we think we’re out of the Covid 
woods, a new variant and a new surge erupts. I know the 
editor of The Living Light isn’t the only Friend wonder-
ing—when, oh when, can we combine our online Zoom 
worship with in-person Meeting for Worship? 

As you have previously read here and in the ENews, 
our Technology and Hospitality groups have been busy 
moving forward to fulfill an important goal that always 
seems in sight but just out of reach—becoming, being, 
and expanding our connection as a gathered meeting of 
Friends. 

This work is nearly done. Meeting for Worship is now 
Zoomed every Sunday live from the Meeting House. 
Committees and worship sharing groups are now able to 
meet, and be inclusive of participation wherever you are! 
And this Friend has a confession to make—sometimes it 
makes me very happy to be sharing fellowship and raising 
up our Lord with beloved faces from the comfort of our 
sofa with a cup of hot cocoa in my hand. 

This communication feat has made possible a num-
ber of experiences not even imagined before the pan-
demic, including live music ministry and sharing open 
worship with Friends all over the world all at the same 
time in a completely interactive format. Wherever you 
are, you can now attend Meeting for Worship every Sun-
day. It’s a wondrous and blessed experience. 

Continued on page 5 
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Dear Friends, Happy New Year! Another year has 
passed, and I’m still writing the Friendly Fare 
column, and yes, I still think of Carl Nelson when I 
write it. I’m always honored to be sharing news 
when I look back, and I think of the previous writers 
of this column. I’m also humbled when people tell 
me that the Friendly Fare is always the first thing 
they read when they receive their issue of The Living 
Light in the mail. I’m always looking for news, 
though, so please do something newsworthy and 
share it with me. 

Friends Visit and Celebrate: It was a special 
Thanksgiving for Elinore Bates Petoletti when all four 
of her children were in Whittier together. Steve flew 
over from Denmark, Lynda visited from Antelope, 
Ward came in from Newcastle, WY, and Lea lives 
here in Whittier. With Elinore’s local grandkids 
(Cassie and Philip) and great grandkids (Landon, 
Avalon, and Hudson), they managed to get The 
Living Light in a picture continuing our tradition: 
“The Living Light Travels.”  (Remember, your 

submissions are welcome and needed.) 
Friends About Town: Here’s a quote from Deanna 
Woirhaye regarding something she found in one of 
Aesop's fables, in which we learn that “good things 
come in small packages.” She says, “I am truly 
grateful for such a small good thing. Grateful, 
grateful, grateful am I. Did you see me smiling and 
jumping?” Two of her entries at the Whittier Art 
Gallery have recently earned awards in the Annual 
Miniature and Small Things Show and Sale. She 
received a 1st Place Photography award for 
“Season's Change” taken at Penn Park in November  

and Honorable Mention for “Reaching Up” at Lions 
Lighthouse for Sight in Long Beach. The pictures 
were on exhibit at the Whittier Art Gallery in 
December. 

Friends At Home: Many friends were grateful for 
visiting friends and family. Liz Ellis wrote in to say, 
“My family is all coming home for Christmas! Yeah!” 
Friends Move: Debi & Bruce Nelson  have moved 
again! They are now neighbors of Mt Rainier and a 
mile-and-a-half from Melissa and her family.  They 
have had cold weather with a promise of snow 
flurries—not something they are used to. Debi has 
sent her new address to us. They are in a 55+ 

community called Tahaleh. It’s a beautiful 
community and she is sure they will love living there.  

Friends Travel: Here are Liz Ellis and Iris Harris at 
Mission Ranch enjoying the sunset, the sheep, the 
view, the martinis, and the scallops. Their last 
evening, they went for a walk along the cliff above 
Carmel Beach to relish the twilight and sisterhood. 
They never stopped talking except for the music and 
the movie—their first time in a theater since the 
pandemic started. They heard and saw flamenco 
music interspersed with Bach, Beethoven‘s 
Symphony #1, and the movie The French Dispatch, 
which they found completely absurd, so they 
laughed the whole time. Iris also had a great week in 
North Carolina with son Clint, Lily, and Alyssa, with 
Luke ready to happen any minute. Iris reports that 
Clint has become quite the chef! 

Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly 
Fare going. Email me a quick note and tell me your 
news. Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com. See you 
next month!  
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     At December Monthly 
Meeting on December 5, we 
joyfully approved the Personnel 
Committee’s advice that we call 
Mel Sturr as our new meeting 

coordinator. We had 34 individuals submit resumes 
for the position, out of which three were 
interviewed. It was determined that the new 
assignment will begin in January. Mel will continue 
as Clerk of Trustees, and much synergy is 
anticipated. Personnel reported that some 
applicants for the meeting coordinator position may 
be considered for the office assistant position, which 
continues to be posted on Indeed. The Technology 
Group reported they are still not ready to offer 
advice to the Meeting as to personnel requirements 
for the technical assistant position, as they continue  
to evaluate audio console options. Business and 
Finance reports that while endowment balances are 
strong, there is still an anticipated shortfall in giving 
to meet our 2022 budget. There was discussion as to 
additional ways we can offer more convenient ways 
to give. We approved continuing 2021 spending until 
the 2022 budget proposal is final. We approved that 
descriptions of existing committees be recognized as 
a living document to allow for seasoning of 
organization and responsibilities.  

Monthly Meeting for January is Sunday, January 
9, at 1:00 p.m. 

The Facing Bench 
We begin a new year with 

great hope for love, joy and peace. 
It is not under our control and the 
past couple of years have certainly 
shown it is far from a smooth, 
predictable course we are on. Yet 
God is always abundantly present 
with us in the mess, the mix and 
the chaos!  

When I was thirteen, we made 
our first visit to California’s ocean. My seven-year-old 
sister was too small to play on the boogie board alone. It 
looked like so much wild fun, that Mom and I decided to 
ride it with Kathy, confident that we could keep her safe. 
Facing the beach, Mom and I put her in the middle. We 
held on to the board with one hand, crossed one arm 
over Kathy and kicked our feet out. Then we looked 
behind us and saw the wave coming. Ready, set, go! 

The wave flipped the board, somersaulting us head 
first over it. I hit my head on the bottom, scraping my 
forehead on the sand. That, along with the salt water up 
my nose, hurt! Dazed, I could not find the board, my 
mom, or my sister. There was brief relief when Mom and 
I made eye contact, but where was Kathy?! In panic, we 
frantically looked for her. With heavy hearts, we sloshed 
through waves and trudged through shifting sands. Yet, 
when we looked up on the beach towels right in front of 
us, there she was. Kathy had squirted through our arms 
and was thrown safe and sound onto the beach. 

We planned and did our best to keep her safe. 
Anything could have happened. It turned out okay 
(except that my dad was briefly in big trouble because he 
was laughing his head off watching us try to find Kathy- in 
the “hours” that were actually seconds until we found 
her). We hugged and kissed each other. And we learned a 
valuable lesson about our life together. 

Sometimes it feels like we are trying to ride the 
boogie board. Our best plans are to hold on, cling tight to 
one another, and ride it together. I know when we do, 
our efforts make a difference, regardless of how the 
event turns out. And God is always in the mess, the mix, 
and the chaos, in the waves, and there on the beach with 
us. May this year be filled with hope, love, joy and peace, 
and some wild fun. 

January 2 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
A People of Abundance 

January 9 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Waiting 

January 16 Dave Kingrey brings the message 
Abundant Prayer 
Matthew 6:9-13 

January 23 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Speaking 

January 30 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Enough 
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Oh what fun is Pajama Day! Whittier Friends School 
had great participation from their students and staff for 
December 16th’s Pajama Day party. What better way to 
ring out the last official day of school before winter break 
than to wear our comfiest, coziest clothes. See the 
picture below  of our pajama-clad friends. 

We have had some successful fundraisers in recent 
months, and we owe that in part to our Meeting 
community. Our See’s Candy fundraiser pulled in $690, 
and our Winter Gift Boutique raised $200. We will plan to 
do both fundraisers again in the spring, so keep your eyes 
peeled for more chocolate and more crafts 

And as always, you can follow our adventures on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

News from 
Whittier Friends School 

Hope Defines Friends Committee 
Annual Meeting 

Friends Committee on National Legislation gath-
ered to “Choose Hope and Work for Justice” via 
Zoom from the safety and comfort of home again 
this year, in light of continuing pandemic concerns. 
Several hundred FCNL members, staff, and friends 
began the week with training, and met with our sub-
ject experts in the two days of Quaker Public Policy 
Institute. We then conducted two hundred virtual 
lobby visits with our representatives and senators to 
tell them our personal story of how the Build Back 
Better bill will make a difference in our lives. 

The three-day Annual Meeting followed with 
meetings for worship, worship sharing groups, affini-
ty groups, workshops, and business meetings. The 
keynote address was brought by Vanessa Julye, co-
author of Fit For Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quak-
ers, African Americans, and the Myth of Racial Jus-
tice. Vanessa also brought the message to our 
Meeting on World Quaker Day in 2020. 

Awards were given to two lawmakers for their 
service. Rep. Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) was presented 
with FCNL’s Justice Award. Rep. DeLauro has been 
an indefatigable champion of the Child Tax Credit 
program for two decades and an ardent advocate 
for affordable housing. The Edward F. Snyder Award 
was presented to Senator Todd Young of Indiana in 
recognition of his work to bring an end to endless 
wars.   

FCNL also celebrated their successful lobbying 
that helped move the Build Back Better bill from 
House to the Senate. FCNL advocates met with Sena-
tors to encourage them to resist any damaging 
amendments and help move the bill to final passage. 
The Build Back Better bill, once signed, will affirm 
our country’s support to meet the social and finan-
cial needs of children and all our people including 
basic income, internet, and efforts to restore the 

Continued on page 5 

https://youtu.be/R1Re_BPi5gY
https://youtu.be/R1Re_BPi5gY
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We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 

If we’ve missed your birthday, we apologize 
(and happy birthday)! We work hard to keep our 

birthday calendar up-to-date so please let us know 
if we’re forgetting anyone. Thank you! 

Olivia Bald 
Matthew Bouchard 
Jared Bradley 
Mark Brickley 
Barbara Cote 
Christopher Foley 
Barbara Fuller 
Jeanne Harlan 
Barbara Healy Sprague 
Barbara Koch 
Janice Lindsay 

Marshall Hockett 
Meredith Marshburn 
John McClean 
Robert Semans 
Sarah Singleton 
Darrell Warren 
Alli Wright 
Cedric Woirhaye 

health of our planet. 
Finally, FCNL celebrated the amazing legacy of 

Diane Randall’s ten years of leadership and affirmed 
the new General Secretary Bridget Moix. Diane 
leaves FCNL in a solid organizational and financial 
status with the newly restored Friends Place on Cap-
itol Hill ready to open, the values of JEDI (Justice, 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion) firmly imbedded in 
the ongoing operations, internship, advocacy, and 
spring lobby programs to ensure youth and young 
adults are empowered to lead FCNL in the future, 
and a successful financial campaign to position FCNL 
financially. 

Bridget enters as FCNL’s fifth General Secretary 
with an extensive history as an intern, staff member, 
and as presiding clerk in 2018-19. Her deep commit-
ment to Quaker process and peace, and experience 
as U.S. Executive Director of Peace Direct in Wash-
ington, DC bode well for FCNL. 

Tim Root, Sue and Rob Settlage, and Loletta Bar-
rett attended the annual meeting as representatives 
of the Western Association of the Religious Society 
of Friends. WARSF thanks Diane and wishes her well. 
We also look forward to the signing of the Build Back 
Better bill, as we welcome Bridget and pray for her 
and FCNL going forward together. 

Celebration of Gratitude 
Recording Available 

If you missed the Whittier Area Clergy Associa-
tion Celebration of Gratitude, we invite you to check 
out the recording on our website. 

This first attempt to gather virtually was a suc-
cess with music, poetry, and greetings from nine 
different communities. The people who gathered on 
November 21 were also able to participate in a time 
of fellowship in breakout rooms which allowed for 
the greeting of one another and sharing our own 
experiences of gratitude. 

‘Annual Meeting’ continued from page 4 

‘Bringing Meeting for Worship Home’ 
continued from page 1 

The question remains—when can we invite Friends 
physically back into the Meeting House? 

There are many sides to this question, but one major 
component is having regular or even occasional servant 
volunteers assisting on Sundays at the Meeting House. 
When we reopen, for instance, we will need Friends who 
can greet Friends, both old and new, at a new welcome 
desk, and affirm that Covid protocols are being followed 
and all worshippers feel safe under our roof. 

Several Friends have already learned to operate the 
camera system and manage the Zoom application, so 
Friends can make use of it easily. We are eager to have 
more. 

The common denominator in these roles is a loving, 
caring, compassionate attitude and love for the Meeting, 
a willingness to learn, a mask and vaccination, and will-
ingness to come to Meeting for Worship early to set-up 
and help put it away afterwards.  

These roles are now being performed by a small 
group of Friends that needs to become larger if we are to 
worship together in-person again.  

Please email firstfriendswhittier@verizon.net or drop 
us a note and let us know how you want to help us return 
to in-person worship. 

—Elisabeth Elliot, Editor 
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Warm Items Wanted 
On Saturday morning, January 29, the Christian Education and Out-

reach Committee will host a drive-by Winter Mission Project gathering of 
goods—warm items, food and gift cards for the Soup Hour at Saint 
Matthias Episcopal Church and the Interfaith Food Center. 

A donation receiving station will be set up in the alley behind the 
church. After all gifts have been gathered, we will make a joyous delivery 
to Saint Matthias and the Food Center! 

Drop off donations of men's clothing and warm, winter blankets, as 
well as cans of hearty, 
healthy food. If it is easier for 
you, please mail in a mone-
tary gift with a designation in 
the memo line or go to our 
website, click the donation 
button and add a comment 
“Winter Mission Project.” 
Your donations will be to-
taled and transformed into 
Whittier Friends School gro-
cery gift cards. 


